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Preamble
The States Parties to this Convention,

RECALLING the principles of the Hague Regulatiomsicerning the Laws and Customs of
war on land, the Geneva Conventions and its Adali®rotocols and especially the general
principle of International Law on the protectiontbé civilian population against the effects
of hostilities,

EMPHASISING the principle that the right of the fi@s to an armed conflict to choose
methods or means of warfare is not unlimited, dedprinciple that the employment in
armed conflicts of weapons, projectiles, and matemd methods of warfare of a nature to
cause superfluous injury or unnecessary suffesrigrbidden by International Law,

WITH REFERENCE to the prohibition of the use ofsmous weapons according to Art. 23
par. 1 of the Hague Regulations and the rulesefthison Gas Protocol and the prohibition
of widespread damage to the natural environmenuajubtified destruction according to the
Hague Regulations and the First Additional Protdocdhe Geneva Conventions, as well as

with reference to the principle of ,humanitariamportionality”, which is contained in the St.
Petersburg Declaration,

CONFIRMING the resolutions of the Sub-Commissiotht® UN Commission on Human
Rights (Res. 1996/16 and 1997/ 36), which statethi®ause of uranium ammunition is not in
conformity with existing International and HumargRis Law,

BELIEVING that, based on the considerations andgpples above, the use of uranium
weapons is illegal,



STRIVING to put an end to casualties and allevsatiééering, caused by the use of uranium
ammunition in recent wars, that indifferently leadsliseases among all people being in the
operational area, thus also innocent civilianseesly children, the consequences of which
on the affected and their families need long teeatment,

DETERMINED to act, so that the use of uranium amitham in military conflicts will not
happen in future and further development, extenarahperfection of uranium weaponry
will be stopped,

BELIEVING it necessary to support those Statesyhich victims of uranium ammunition
use live, through an efficient and co-ordinatedbperation on the international level with
material assistance and the delegation of experthé treatment of victims and their
families, as well as to enable their social ancheoaical rehabilitation,

LED BY THE WILL to remove the late consequenceshaf uranium weapon use through
marking and decontamination of the contaminatedsaras well as through protection and
rehabilitation of victims,

CONVINCED that a convention prohibiting the devetggnt, production, stockpiling,
transfer and use of uranium weapons and providingheir destruction, is required to
abolish these weapons from the Earth,

have agreed as follows:

Articlel
General obligations

(1) Each State Party undertakes never under aoyrostances:

a) to develop, produce, otherwise acquire, stoekpdtain or transfer, directly or indirectly,
uranium ammunition, uranium armour-plate or oth@nium weapons to anyone;

b) to use uranium ammunition, uranium armour-ptattether uranium weapons;

C) to assist, encourage or induce, in any way, @@yo engage in any activity prohibited to a
State Party under this Convention;

d) to acquire or dispose pre-products for develograad production of uranium weapons;
e) to use depleted uranium in any way for militauyposes.

(2) Each State Party undertakes to destroy or erteerdestruction of uranium ammunition,
uranium armour-plate, other uranium weapons optke products for development and
production it owns or possesses, or that are |daatany place under its jurisdiction or
control as soon as possible, or latest 5 yearstageConvention has become effective for the
concerned State Party, in accordance with the gians of that Convention.

(3) Every State Party undertakes to destroy orrerthe destruction of any uranium
ammunition, uranium armour-plate and other uranigapon production facilities it owes or
possesses, or that are located in any place utsderisdiction or control as soon as possible,
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or latest 5 years after the Convention has becdfeetiee for the concerned State Party, in
accordance with the provisions of that Convention.

(4) Every State Party undertakes to transform deg@leranium, produced or left over during
the destruction of uranium ammunition or of produttstablishments, into a stabile
chemical compound and to store it in a safe fit@lage.

(5) Every State Party provides a report on thelfuént of the conventions” obligations and
transmits it to the Secretary-General of the UnNtions and the Uranium Weapons Centre.

Article2
Definitions

(1) "Uranium ammunition" means munitions with uramianchors which may, by reason of
its high density and hardness, penetrate amour stee

(2) "Uranium armour-plate" means an armour, whichtains depleted uranium to make the
armour harder and resistant to be shot through,

(3) "Uranium weapon" means a mechanism which sdovdsstroy or damage objects and
uses depleted uranium in its mode of action,

(4) "Contaminated area" or "contaminated watersdmsean area or waters which have been
contaminated by reason of the use of uranium amtoani

(5) "Decontamination” means the abolishment ofrtitkation effect as well as of other
consequences which have been caused by the usanaim weapons and have negative
effects on the human health,

(6) "Transfer" covers the physical take of uranammunition or uranium armour- plate to
or from a state territory as well as the transfahat title to uranium ammunition and to the
control over uranium ammunition,

(7) "Pre-Product" means the chemical reaction carapbwhich is used at any stage during
any type of production of uranium ammunition ornicen weaponry, especially the
radioactive waste.

(8) "Uranium ammunition production facility" meafailities in which uranium ammunition
is being developed, produced or brought to pedeacti

Article3
Exceptions

The transfer of uranium ammunition or other uraniweapons for the purpose of its
destruction is permitted, if a save final storaféhe uranium in a chemical stabile compound
is guaranteed. The civil using of depleted uranisiiorbidden.

Article4
Decontamination of uranium contaminated areas



(1) Each State Party undertakes to decontamindteguarantee the decontamination of
areas under its jurisdiction or control, which h&aeen contaminated with depleted uranium
by military force actions or any other reason amsas possible, at latest five years after the
entry into force of this Convention for that StR&ty. The decontamination of previously
contaminated areas shall be regulated in an AdiditiBrotocol to this Convention.

(2) Each State Party endeavours to identify andkrathiareas under its jurisdiction or control
where uranium ammunition has been used notoriaurgbyesumably, especially theatres of
operation, military training grounds and sceneaaufident.

(3) Each State Party undertakes to warn peoplediin all areas under its jurisdiction or
control where uranium ammunition has been usedriooisly or presumably of the danger
and to afford any support during times until absoldecontamination, especially to isolate
the contaminated areas, to adopt precautionaryuresathrough ABC-teams, to inform the
population and to conduct health examinations. mbdical care of all previously injured
shall be regulated in an Additional Protocol tst8ionvention.

(4) As far as considerable danger exists for tlather life of civilians living in
contaminated areas, the State Party shall ende&wvaansfer civilians to other, not
contaminated areas until the abolishment of thgelan

(5) The information on contaminated areas, esfdgcdlatatres of operation, military training
grounds, scenes of accident shall be conveyecettAnium Weapons Centre.

(6) If a State Party is not in a position to deaomihate or to guarantee the decontamination
of all contaminated areas designated in par. limvitite mentioned period, it may request the
Meeting of the States Parties or the Review Confexdor a prolongation of the period to
terminate the decontamination up to ten years.

(7) Each State Party shall report on the condugéantamination of uranium contaminated
areas under its jurisdiction or control every tveass.

Article5
International co-operation and support

(2) In fulfilling its obligations under this Conveon each State Party has the right to seek
and receive assistance, where feasible, from &tates Parties to the extend possible.

(2) Each State Party undertakes to facilitate #oh@&nge of scientific and technological
information concerning the implementation of then@ention and has the right to participate
in the interchange.

(3) Every State Party, which is in a position tstishall provide help concerning welfare
work, medical assistance and rehabilitation as agBocial and economic reintegration of
the victims of uranium weapons use. It shall suppmygrammes with regard to the
explanation of dangers of uranium weapons usestipport may be provided among other
things, within the system of the United Nationgermational, regional and national
organisations or institutions, the Internationah@uittee of the Red Cross, National Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies and their Intenaht~ederation, non-governmental
organisations or on bilateral basis.



(4) Every State Party, which is in a position ts tishall provide help on the decontamination
of uranium contaminated areas and waters and atieities. This support may be provided,
among other things, within the system of the UnNadions, international, regional and
national organisations or institutions, the Intéioraal Committee of the Red Cross, National
Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and thein&tienal Federation, non-governmental
organisations or on bilateral basis.

(5) States Parties may request the United Natr@gsonal organisations, other States Parties
or any other inter-governmental or non-governmectaimittees to support their authorities
and national places of contact in the preparatfaaomestic decontamination programme
to lay down the following among other things:

a) extension and dimension of the problems caugélebuse of uranium ammunition,

b) the required financial, technological and peataneans for the fulfilment of the
programme,

c) the forecasted time period necessary for thertamination of the areas under jurisdiction
or control of the concerned State Party,

d) support for the victims of uranium ammunitiorse pespecially their treatment and transfer
to not contaminated areas,

e) the relationship between the government of timeerned State Party and the relevant
governmental, inter-governmental and non-governaiemstitutions, that will be involved in
the fulfilment of the programme.

(6) Each State Party undertakes to facilitate ppbkuinformation and reports to the Uranium
Weapons Centre and the Meeting of States Parpscally about different methods and
technologies of decontamination and lists of exgand expert agencies or national contact
places.

(7) All States Parties, which provide and recempport on basis of this Article, shall work
together with regard to the securing of the ergtivd immediate fulfilment of the stipulated
programmes.

Article6
Partnership

(1) The assistance for the States Parties affdgtese of uranium weapons, outlined in Art.5
may take place in the form of partnerships amormrgeStParties.

(2) The partnership model covers conception-plaspmmaterial and personal support of one
State Party to another, which is especially affétte the use of uranium ammunition and not
in position to fulfil the obligations of this Conwion by its own efforts.

Article7
National implementation measures



(1) Each State Party shall take all appropriatallegdministrative and other measures,
including the imposition of penal sanctions, inartb fulfil its obligations under this
Convention.

(2) In particular, each State Party especially fimtdnatural and legal persons anywhere on
its territory or any other place under its jurigitin to engage in any activity prohibited for a
State Party under this Convention.

(3) Each State Party shall co-operate with othateStParties and afford the appropriate form
of legal assistance to facilitate the implementatbobligations under par. 1.

Article 8
Assistance and protection against the use of uraammunition

In case of use or the threat of use of uranium aniion each State Party has the right to
seek and receive assistance, help and protectansaghis use or threat of use.

Article9
Meeting of States Parties

(1) The States Parties shall meet regularly inmt@leonsider any matter with regard to the
application or implementation of this Conventiam;luding

a) matters that arise from the reports, submittetiasis of this Convention,

b) the international co-operation according to Arand 6,

c) decisions concerning submissions of the StadeseR according to Art. 4 par. 6,

d) revision of reports according to Art. 1 parAst. 4 par. 7 and Art. 15 par. 9,

e) fulfilling the obligations according to Art. &ap 8.

(2) The first Meeting of States Parties shall bevemed by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations within one year after the entry ifdoce of the Convention. The subsequent
meetings shall be convened by the Secretary-Geoktla¢ United Nations annually until the
first Review Conference.

(3) States not parties to this Convention, as a&lhe United Nations, other relevant
international organisations or institutions, regibarganisations, the Committee of the Red
Cross and relevant non-governmental organisatiashbr invited to attend these meetings

as observers in accordance with the agreed Rulesogedure.

Article 10
Review conferences

(1) A Review Conference shall be convened by treedary-General of the United Nations
four years after the entry into force of this Comwen. Further Review Conferences shall be
convened by the Secretary-General of the UniteibNsif so requested by one or more



States Parties, provided that the interval betwariew Conferences shall in no case be less
than 3 years. All States Parties to this Converdglual be invited to each Review Conference.

(2) The purpose of the Review Conference shall be:
a) to review the operation and status of this Catiga,

b) to consider the need for and the interval betwiagther Meetings of the States Parties
referred to in Art. 9,

c) discussion and decision of the organisatiomactire of the Convention and the
establishment of new authorities,

d) to adopt, if necessary, in its final report das®ns related to the implementation of this
Convention.

(3) States not party to this Convention, as wethasUnited Nations, other relevant
international organisations or institutions, regiborganisations, the International Committee
of the Red Cross and relevant non-governmentahsgons may be invited to attend each
Review Conference as observers in accordance athdreed Rules of Procedure.

Article11
The Uranium Weapons Centre

(1) The Uranium Weapons Centre shall be calledlweiag at the first Meeting of States
Parties. The Centre shall be established withirthiged Nations system.

(2) The Centre shall provide a data base with wncésdly accessible information, which
shall be supplied by the States Parties 90 dags itgtestablishment at the latest and shall
maintain the data base for the use by each reqgeState Party.

(3) In agreement with the Secretary-General olih#ged Nations the Centre shall provide
and update a list of qualified experts, which sbh#ér advises for the Centre or a State Party
if required. The Secretary-General of the Unitediddes appoints members of the fact-
finding mission under Art. 14 out of the list ofpetts. The list which contains names,
nationality and other suitable data of the expeatsicipating in the fact-finding mission shall
be conveyed to all States Parties.

(4) In the frame of disposable funds and after atiagon of the fund administrator the
Centre orders expertises on the request of a Btatg about the allocation of funds and
helps the State Party to implement its programmes.

Article 12
Funds

(1) A voluntary fund shall be established at tmstfMeeting of the States Parties. The
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall adstrae the fund.



(2) The purpose of the fund is to finance expestegout the use of uranium weapons as well
as about the dimension of the damage. Programmeedontamination of uranium
contaminated areas shall be financed by meansdigiposable funds.

(3) Each State Party shall announce the amoums @bluntary contribution at the first
Meeting of States Parties.

Article 13
Clarification of questions

(1) If one or more States Parties wish to clariig aeek to resolve questions relating to the
compliance with the provisions of this Conventignamother State Party, it may submit,
through the Secretary-General of the United NatiarRequest for Clarification of that

matter to that State Party. Such a request shatbempanied by all appropriate information.
A State Party that receives a Request for Clatiboashall provide, through the Secretary-
General of the United Nations, within 4 weeks @ tbquesting State Party all information
which would assist in clarifying this matter.

(2) If the requesting State Party does not recaik@sponse through the Secretary-General of
the United Nations within that time period, or deetime response to the Request for
Clarification to be unsatisfactory, it may subnhié tmatter through the Secretary-General of
the United Nations to the next Meeting of Statesi®a The Secretary-General of the United
Nations shall transmit the submission, accompabyeall appropriate information pertaining
to the Request of Clarification, to all States eartAll such information shall be presented to
the requested State Party which shall have the taglespond.

(3) Between the Meetings of States Parties, anlyeoStates Parties concerned may request
the Secretary-General of the United Nations to@serits good offices to facilitate the
clarification requested.

Article 14
Fact-finding mission

(2) If clarification of a matter is impossible &etMeeting of States Parties, the Meeting of
States Parties shall authorise a fact-finding raissind decide on its mandate by a majority
of States Parties voting.

(2) The requested State Party has the obligatigndeide access for the entry of the fact-
finding mission to their territory or any other péaunder its jurisdiction or control.

(3) The mission is composed of 9 appointed andaaisttd experts. The Secretary-General of
the United Nations shall appoint the members ofaleée finding mission and its

administrator after consultation of the requestedeSParty. Nationals of States Parties
requesting the mission or in direct cohesion whint may not be appointed for the mission.

(4) The Secretary-General of the United Nationdl slesignate experts from the list under
Art.11 par. 3 for members of the mission. In ther@of non- acceptance in writing of an
expert by a State Party, the expert shall not@pétie in fact-finding missions on the
territory of any other place under the jurisdictmmcontrol of the objecting State Party.



(5) Upon at least 48 hours notice, the memberkefdct-finding mission shall arrive in the
territory of the requested State Party at the estrbpportunity.

(6) The members of the fact-finding mission shajbg privileges and immunities under
Article VI of the Convention of the Privileges amdmunities of the United Nations, adopted
on 13 February 1946. The requested State is refgp@iier the security of the members of
the mission on their territory.

(7) The requested State Party shall grant accesbddact-finding mission to all areas and
installations under its control as well as inspatf documents, as far as necessary to fact-
finding, object of the mission or in direct cohesio the mission.

(8) The fact-finding mission may remain in the itemy of the State Party concerned for no
more than 14 days, unless otherwise agreed.

(9) The fact-finding mission shall report, throutjle Secretary-General of the United Nations,
to the Meeting of States Parties the results dfritings. The Meeting of States Parties shall
consider all relevant information, including th@oet submitted by the fact-finding mission.
Determining a breach of the present Conventiorhbycontrol, the Meeting of States Parties
may request the State Party to remove the breatthiso€onvention or take measures to
address the compliance issue. The requested StetesBall report on all measures taken in
response to this request.

Article 15
Settlement of Disputes

(1) The States Parties shall consult and co-op&ridiheeach other to settle disputes that may
arise concerning the application or interpretatbthis Convention. Every State Party may
bring any such dispute to the Meeting of Statetié¢zar

(2) The Meeting of the States Parties may conteilbatthe settlement of the dispute by
whatever means it deems appropriate, includingioffats good offices, calling upon the
States parties to a dispute to start the settleprecedure of their choice and recommending
a time-limit for any agreed procedure.

(3) The States Parties ask the Secretary-Genetlaédfnited Nations to mediate with the
settlement of the dispute, if it can not be setbetiveen the States Parties and the means of
par. 2.

(4) Otherwise it remains reserved to the Statesd3ao call on the International Court of
Justice and ask for a judicial decision.

Article 16
Liability

Each State Party that uses uranium weapons infact@ responsible for clarification,
decontamination of uranium contaminated areas adlaal care as well as compensation of
the victims. It is responsible for all actions coitied by persons belonging to its military
forces.



Article 17
Amendments

(1) At any timeafter the entry into force of thisi@ention any State Party may propose
amendments to this Convention. Any proposal foamendment shall be communicated to
the Depository, who shall circulate it to all StR&rties and shall seek their views on whether
an Amendment Conference should be convened todmmisie proposal. If a majority of the
States Parties notify the Depository within 4 weaker its circulation that they support
further consideration of the proposal, the Depogighall convene an Amendment
Conference to which all States Parties shall beddy

(2) The Amendment Conference shall be held immelyidbllowing a Meeting of States

Parties or a Review Conference unless a majoritheStates Parties request that it be held
earlier.

(3) Any amendment to this Convention shall be agldfty a majority of two- thirds of the
States Parties present and voting at the Amend@emierence. The Depository shall
communicate any amendment so adopted to the $atéss.

Article 18
Duration and withdrawal

(1) This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

(2) Each State Party shall, in exercising its maticovereignty, have the right to withdraw
from this Convention. It shall give notice of sugtthdrawal to all other States Parties and to
the Depository. Such instrument of withdrawal shatlude a full explanation of the reason
motivating this withdrawal.

(3) The withdrawal of a State Party from this Cami@n shall not affect the obligations of
other States Parties.

Article 19
Signature

This Convention, done in..... shall be open fonatgre at......by all States from..... until.... .

Article 20
Ratification, acceptance, approval, accession

(1) This Convention is subject to ratification, eptance or approval of all Signatories.
(2) It shall be open for accession by any Statelwhas not signed the Convention.

(3) The instruments of ratification, acceptanceyrapal or accession shall be deposited with
the depository.

Article21
Entry into force
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(1) This Convention shall enter into force on tinstfday of the sixth month in which the
20th instrument of the ratification, approval ocession has been deposited.

(2) For any State which deposits its instrumerratification, acceptance, approval or
accession after the date of the deposit of the id8thument of ratification, acceptance,
approval or accession, this Convention shall enterforce on the first day of the sixth
month after the date on which that state has deggbis instrument of ratification,
acceptance, approval or accession.

Article 22
Depository

The Secretary-General of the United Nations isthedesignated as the Depository of the
Convention.

Article23
Reservations

The Atrticles of this Convention shall not be subjecreservations.

Article24
Authentic texts

The original of this Convention, of which the ArapChinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be degubwith the Secretary-General of the
United Nations. The Secretary-General of the UniNatlons shall convey certified
transcripts to each State Party.
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